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A LETTER FROM 
YOUR EDITOR 


Problems...problems! We are 
having more than our share with 
mailings of this newsletter. As this is 
being composed, we are hearing 
that not many of you have received 
our March, 1992 issue, and some still 
have not received the December 
1991 - January 1992 issue. We're 
very frustrated at not being able to 
find the reason(s) for this continuing 
situation! On the slightly brighter 
side - before presstime for this issue, 
we had a helpful conversation with a 
senior postal employee. He offered 
suggestions on how to have The 
World Wireless Beacon processed 
more promptly for U.S. members: 
Fold the newsletter in half for faster 
handling at 3 1/2 cents less postage 
per piece! Attach a DO NOT DELAY 
yellow tag to our mailbags and 
display “TIME VALUED MATERIAL - 
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY” on 
the back page. And we hope to 
expedite copies to overseas and 
Canadian members. 


We've done ail those things for 
this issue. Now comes the acid test: 
-Waiting! Thanks for your patience! 
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WIRELESS PIONEERS 
Yesterday, Today & 
Tomorrow 


By The Editor 


The 1992 World Administrative 
Radio Conference (WARC) ended 
March 3 in Torremolinos, Spain, 
bringing closer the day when a 
telephone caller driving almost any- 
where in the world will be able to 
reach anyone else connected to the 
worldwide network. 


It was 80 years ago, on April 15, 
1912, when the loss of the “unsink- 
able” RMS TITANIC/MGY on_ her 
maiden voyage to America, ushered 
in the acceptance of Marconi’s “wire- 
less” as a reliable means of public 
communication. Who can forget the 
wireless pioneers of that day - Jack 
Phillips, Harold Bride, Harold Cottam 
and Jack Binns? The accident of 
history placed them in the “right 
place - at the right time’. They 
preceded by a few years the “dis- 
coverers and developers” DeForest, 
Armstrong, Alexanderson, Beverage, 
Sarnoff, and their amateur contem- 
poraries like Don Wallace, W6AM, 
and many more. 


You and | are their beneficiaries 
-along with millions around the world. 
We enjoy the fruits of their heroic 
pioneer labors with our broadcast 
receivers, television sets and even 
our cordless and cellular telephones. 


The latter are examples of modern 
wireless miracles. Another is 
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the hand-held data-receiver. People 
on the go can now receive text 
messages in more than 450 cities 
from coast to coast, even if they can’t 
be reached by wireline telephone. 
We can speculate on what’s ahead. 


But tomorrow's wireless pioneers 
are already at work. The conclusion 
of WARC-92 _ casts a predictive 
shadow of what we will be seeing in 
the near future. One day after the 
Conference ended, the U.S. State 
Department, The Federal Communi- 
cations Commission and the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration issued a joint state- 
ment which said in part: 


“The agenda for the conference 
was driven by U.S. technology and 
U.S. entrepreneurs who have develo- 
ped the next generation of communi- 
cations systems that take advantage 
of the latest communications techno- 
logy....New frequency allocations 
were obtained for innovative techno- 
logies such as low earth orbit satel- 
lites, space exploration services and 
satellite-based high definition tele- 
vision. Additional frequency alloca- 
tions were obtained for mobile satel- 
lite services and high frequency 
broadcasting...” 


A news dispatch at the end of the 
Conference said the most ambitious 
plan came from an American firm, 
Motorola’s Iridium Inc. This project 
calls for deploying 77 satellites in 
low-earth orbit, enabling mobile 
phone users, laptop computers and 
pagers to communicate with each 
other anywhere in the world. 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 
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KEY WEST LANDMARK 
REDISCOVERED 


(From /sland Life Sept. 15, 1988, 
published by The Florida Observer, 
Key West, Florida. Sent in by Steve 
Nurkewicz, 4209-V, N2DAN; author 
unknown). 


One of Key West’s famous land- 
marks is Captain Tony’s Saloon at 
428 Greene Street. It was formerly 
Ernest Hemingway’s favorite haunt 
when it was run by Joe Russell as 
Sloppy Joe’s. 


But long before Captain Tony’s 
became a famous saloon, the build- 
ing found its place in history as a 
DeForest Wireless Telegraph Station. 
It was from this old building that the 
world learned of the sinking of the 
USS Maine in Havana harbor in Feb. 
1898, marking the beginning of the 
Spanish-American War. 


The building was built in 1852 and 
was originally a combination morgue 
and Icehouse. The great fire of 1886 
destroyed much of downtown Key 
West but this building survived and 
is one of the two or three oldest 
buildings still standing. 


In its role as a wireless telegraph 
station, the specially-braced struc- 
ture with a 100-foot fir mast protrud- 
ing from its center made history as 
“KW”, familiar to every wireless 
operator on passenger ships, freight- 
ers and naval vessels. 


For a given amount of power, the 
pioneer Key West station mysteri- 
ously accomplished the longest 
transmission distances and was 
heard as far as the Great Lakes, New 
York and even out on the West Coast 
back in the days when one or two 
hundred miles was considered a 
good long distance for wireless. 


When Guglielmo Marconi was still 
struggling with direct current spark 
coils and sputtering vibrators, young 
Dr. Lee DeForest, a graduate of the 


Sheffield School of Engineering at 
Yale, had developed a far superior 
system which utilized a much more 
powerful alternating-current trans- 
former with a synchronous rotary 
spark gap that produced a strong 
musical note which made the dots 
and dashes more easily readable 
through tropical static and the north- 
ern Aurora-Borealis disturbances. 


Thanks to DeForest, the Key West 
station became the most famous 
amongst all those early installations 
along our far-flung coastlines. 


Nevertheless, DeForest had to 
prove the worth of his superior sys- 
tem in the face of competition from 
the well-established British Marconi 
Co. which had (by about 1915) 
already equipped most of the trans- 
Atlantic liners with the feeble spark 
coil apparatus. 


The late CDR E.J. Quinby, 
(SOWP 402-SSGP, Silent Key, Octo- 
ber, 1982) a Key West resident, 
contributed to the objective when 
assigned by DeForest to the Royal 
Mail steam packet SS Tagus (year 
not given - Ed.) running between 
New York and Bermuda. 


In that service, she had no 
opportunity to be equipped by Mar- 
coni, so DeForest got the contract 
and admonished his youthful wire- 
less operator on the Job to extend 
every effort to make this pioneer 


American _ installation 
under the British flag. 


a success 


So when static, the Aurora or 
interference from other ships’ crac- 
kling wireless transmitters made it 
impossible to communicate with 
station NY at 42 Broadway, New 
York, or AX on the Steel Pier at 
Atlantic City, NJ, or HA on the lonely 
storm-swept beach at Cape Hatteras, 
it was this far-away DeForest station 
KW at Key West that managed to get 
through and save the reputation of 
the new American system. 


An inspection of that historic 
“wireless shack” at 428 Greene 
Street will reveal the stout structural 
mast braces that most folks today 
assume to be precautions against 
hurricane damage. Indeed, they 
have served well as such in the (140 
years) that have passed (as of 1992) 
since the building was built. 


The massive central wooden 
mast-block, 12 inches thick and 30 
inches square from which radiate the 
eight heavy sloping roof beams -- 3” 
x 6” ---that land upon the stout 
wooden plates 4” x 10” atop the four 
sides of this 24-foot square building. 


Within its vertical sheathed walls 
with weather strips, sat the Wireless 
Operator on watch for 12 hours at a 
time, handling routine commercial 
messages, weather reports, news, 
and on occasions the dreaded dis- 
tress call from some stricken vessel 
at sea. 


Then he would alert the Coast 
Guard or the Navy to send help, or 
perchance some merchant vessel 
that happened to be close to the 
scene and equipped with the new 
wireless telegraph. In those days, the 
distress call was CQD, since 
changed (at the time of the Titanic 
sinking) to SOS. 


The big Merritt-Chapman tug 
RESCUE (Continued, Page 3) 
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KEY WEST - From Page 2 


which was once based at Key West, 
established quite a reputation for 
rendering assistance on those occa- 
sions, carrying on the traditional 
trade which made Key West famous 
in the days of sail. 


The seagoing generation today 
asks: “Who was DeForest?” The 
answer is that he became the world’s 
greatest living inventor - the man 
who made possible our present elec- 
tronic age. Teddy Roosevelt commis- 
sioned him to install the DeForest 
Radio Telephone System in vessels 
of the Great White Fleet when TR 
sent them around the world to im- 
press foreign nations with the newly 
developed sea power of the United 
States Navy. 


Relying on the electric arc to 
transmit voice, those early wireless 
telephones also transmitted the roar 
of the arc, making it difficult to 
understand the speech it carried 
through the ether. But that was 
before "Doc" had made his greatest 
invention of all times - the vacuum 
tube! 


That device was to bring us long 
distance telephone communication 
by wire, oceanic radio telephony, 
broadcast entertainment and news, 
and later television with sight and 
sound through space. Today, much 
of our marvelous development in this 
space age stems from the electronics 
pioneered by DeForest - in fact it 
was he who coined the very word 
“Radio”. 


He made other valuable inventions 
that not only changed our social and 
business life, but made possible the 
vast electronic industry that expan- 
ded into a multi-billion dollar a year 
empire - overnight. 


It was DeForest who pioneered 
sound movies successfully, for while 
others were still struggling with the 


awkward and impractical method of 
combining the picture film with the 
sound disc (which were always get- 
ting out of step with each other}, it 
was "Doc" who put the sound right on 
the edge of the film where it locked in 
perfect synchronism. He demonstra- 
ted his DeForest Phono-film on 
Broadway in New York in 1925, 
spelling doom to the silent film and 
new prosperity for Hollywood. 


Jay Quimby commented: “We who 
worked for Doc during the early days 
when our pay-checks were small and 
uncertain - we who betimes pawned 
the typewriter from the ship’s wireless 
shack so we could eat while the 
galley was “cooled off’ in port, and 
who later had to pay the pawnbroker 
his usurious ransom to avoid prosecu- 
tion for larceny - organized the 
DeForest Pioneers during the twilight 
of DeForest’s brilliant career. “Doc” 
would join us on each of his later 
birthdays at Fraunce’s Tavern in Little 
Old New York, where Washington 
bade farewell to his officers.” 


Editor’s Postscript: The author or 
columnist is not named in the small 
Key West newspaper in which Steve 
Nurkewicz found this story. We tried 
to correspond with the paper's pub- 
lisher. No reply; but we have a 
"hunch" that much of the text came 
from the pen of E. J. Quinby, himself, 
and that the manuscript may have 
been given to one of his Key West 
friends, somehow finding its way into 
print many years later. 


Quinby was a Navy veteran of two 
World Wars and a prolific writer. He 
wrote interesting stories for SOWP 
and a best-seller book, "ida Was A 
Tramp’, about his experiences while 
serving as Radio Officer on a tramp 
srteamer. 


Can anyone in the Florida Keys or 
anywhere help us with our "detective" 
work about this story? That might be 
a story in itself. 


INCOMING MAIL 


Dear Editor: Your story 
about the AACS (by 
Bob Elder, 4587-V, 
KA2ZNE, in our June, 
1991 issue) prompts me to write in 
case you can get me in touch with 
the operators who were at Thule, 
Greenland in the period from mid- 
1952 to mid-1954. The U.S. Com- 
munications Center there may have 
been AACS, but I’m not sure of that. 
| was at that time working as Techni- 
cian/Operator at Station "NORD*"/ 
XPL, and sent weather reports and 
other traffic to the Americans at 
Thule. Much amusing confusion took 
place on this CW circuit, since the 
U.S. operators used the "Z’ code 
which was a mystery to the Danish 
ops. They used the "Q" code which 
made no sense in Thule. |! would 
love to hear from someone who was 
there at that time. | enjoy all your 
publications. Thanks and 73. 


-Borge Haagensen, 664-V, VE7VB, 
2402 Chilco Rd., Victoria, BC 
Canada, V9B 4W9 


RE KKKEKKEKKEKKKEEKE 


(The following note was_ received 
by Waldo T. Boyd last summer 
when work on our Directory was in 
progress) 


Dear Mr. Boyd: I’m Conrad O. 
Lunde, TA-62, SOWP. Former home 
was in Hawthorne, CA. My wife 
Mary and | moved here in Indiana so 
we want our new address in the new 
Directory and Callbook. I’ve been in 
ham radio since 1917. On spark, my 
call was 9ARE. Later on had a 
DeForest tube QRP rig, | was 9AOG., 
back up in Northwest Minnesota. 
We resided in Southern California 
over 60 years....Would you please 
use my new correct QTH in the new 
Directory? | am handicapped with a 
serious loss of eyesight & hearing... 
-Conrad O. Lunde, W6AZO, 1404 
Melbourne Dr. New Haven IN 46774. 


The Old Guard 


The World Wi 


-4- June 1992 


Reprinted with permission from July 1991 OS7, copyright ARRL . 


He's standing firmly on shore these days, but this old salt got his 
feet wet in radio in the days before organized Amateur Radio. 


By Rick Booth, KM1G 


232 Washington St 
Norwood, MA 02062 


hen Eddie Kincaide says ‘‘Old 
W Guard,”’ it’s no figure of speech. 

He’s not only a Coast Guard 
veteran—he’s one of the few surviving vete- 
rans from the Coast Guard’s predecessor, 
the Revenue Cutter Service. 

Incredible as it sounds, Eddie Kincaide 
was a Coastie in 1914. He made first class 
two years later, at age 19, and was a chief 
radioman in 1921. He’s got the certificate 
to prove it, right on the den wall next to the 
pictures. 

Eddie’s den is a place of plentiful pictures 
and clippings. Many are religious, for Eddie 
is a devout man. But many more show him 
in his glory days, in a Coast Guard uniform 
of yore. To the last, they are astonishing im- 
ages, these pictures, windows on the dawn 
of the Coast Guard. 

‘*T enlisted when I was 17 years old,’’ 
Eddie says, after delivering a handshake like 
mild steel. ‘‘I was in when it changed over 
to the Coast Guard in 1915, I was on the 
old Acushnet then.’’ 

Eddie says ‘‘changed over,’’ but merged 
is more like it. The Cutter Service and US 
Lifesaving Service joined that year, using the 
name Coast Guard for the first time (the 
Lighthouse Service merged in 1939). 
Woodrow Wilson was President of the 
United States. ‘‘My father wanted me to go 
to college,’’ Eddie says, ‘‘but I wasn’t col- 
lege timber.’’ He didn’t enlist out of high 
school, because he never finished high 
school. Never even attended. Didn’t finish 
grammar school, either, although he did 
some time there: ‘‘Things were different 
back then,’’ he says with a shrug. 

A New Bedford son of a Portuguese 
mother and an English father, young Eddie 
Kincaide learned early about the streets, the 
docks and the sea. He chose the sea. ‘‘I 
served in the First District in Boston, and 
in the old Sixth District in Charleston, South 
Carolina. We were based in Woods Hole, 
the Acushnet was, and we patrolled off the 
coast of New England.”’ 

Not everything is the same, though: 
‘‘After I made radioman, I got $17.50 a 
month.”’ 

The clientele’s changed a tad, too: ‘‘Lots 
of wooden ships then, big ones. Lots of sail- 
ing ships, too, commercial ones. Schooners, 
three, four, five masters.’’ Those were some 
of the ones Eddie helped haul off the rocks 
with Acushnet—and with Seneca, Gresham, 
Yamacraw, Mangrove and Azalea. 

“‘We had a daytime (radio) range of 


about 80 miles at first,’’ Eddie recalls. ‘“We 
used the 600-meter band, as we called it 
then. We used 450, 500, 600, 750 and 952 
meters.’’ He’s describing parts of the radio 
spectrum long since abandoned by the Coast 
Guard and most of the military. Technolo- 
gy has marched on, but it can’t stop Eddie’s 
memory. It tumbles out like dumped fish: 


Novice ham Eddie Kincaide, KA1IVQ 
(SOWP 4876 SSGP) born in 1895, 
licensed in 1987. (ohofo courtesy of 
the First Coast Guard District) 


“‘Open spark gap. That was before tubes. 
We put out about a kilowatt. Used galena 
in our receivers. Some (other cutters) used 
carborundum, because you always had to 
retune with galena. But I always liked 
galena, because it was sharper.’’ That is, 
when his receiver was tuned just so, he could 
hear what the others could not. ‘‘Had a 
higher Q,’’ as Eddie puts it, using the 
engineer’s term. But he had to stay on top 
of that temperamental receiver, which Eddie 
obviously did—he made first class in less 
than five years. 

Eddie also remembers relaying radio 
traffic. Inshore cutters could hear signals 
from those farther out and acted as electron- 
ic stepping stones to shore. Shore signals 
would come back the other way, all by 
hand, in Morse code. Radiomen in the relay 
ship, the one in the middle, did—excuse the 
pun—yeoman work. 

It was bad enough when Eddie’s ship had 
only one kilowatt like all the others. Then 
the new radios arrived. ‘‘We switched to 
(vacuum) tubes and went from one kilowatt 
to two.’’ Was Eddie’s well-equipped cutter 
handed relay chores often? It was. Were the 
watches grueling? They were. In the seven 
decades since he learned Morse code, Eddie 
Kincaide never forgot it. 

Not long ago, a friend convinced Eddie 


to try for his Novice license, for which 
Morse code was required. Eddie promptly 
got one. Today he’s back on the air, chat- 
ting with other hams around the country 
and the world. If code has gone the way of 
the dodo in much of the communications 
world, amateurs still like it for fun. Some 
habits die hard—Eddie still uses a hand key. 
He can rattle those letters off, too, sending 
his ham call sign, KAIIVQ, or Acushnet’s 
old ‘‘NRU”’ without fault. He receives well, 
old ears notwithstanding (he couldn’t read 
a Coast Guard business card, but instantly 
picked up a name and ham call sign when 
a visitor tapped on his key). 

“‘T remember when I made chief,’’ Eddie 
says, smiling. ‘‘The test was 300 questions. 
I took it for an hour in the morning, and 
an hour in the afternoon, every day for 11 
days.”’ 

Though he liked the Coast Guard and was 
good in his rate, other considerations began 
to take over Eddie’s life. He married in 
1919, and by 1922 he and Eva wanted some- 
thing different. So, Eddie Kincaide left the 
service after eight years and five months. 
His first job was nearly back in the fold, as 
a civilian on tenders of the US Lighthouse 
Service, which hadn’t yet merged with the 
Coast Guard. Later, Eddie hooked up with 
a coffee and tea distributorship at an out- 
let in New Bedford, where he eventually be- 
came manager. He stayed there 37 years. 

Eddie also had a part-time job. ‘“‘I 
founded Kincaide Candy Company in 1945. 
The candy kitchen is still in the basement.” 
Hiring high school help, Eddie and Eva 
made candy for distribution to wholesalers. 
Eddie sold the business in 1972. Eva had 
been gone four years by then (“‘cancer is the 
worst there is’’). Eddie lives alone now. 

Not that he’s lonely. No, Eddie keeps 
himself busy. He sold his car when he was 
90 (‘‘Didn’t want to pay $15,000 for another 
car. Might last longer than I did’’) and he 
doesn’t drive anymore. But he gets around 
well, no walker or cane. 

Some of his best travels lately don’t in- 
volve his legs at all, though. He gets out with 
his radio, talking to folks from around the 
country and the world. Many of them send 
him cards, and get his in return, as is the 
ham radio custom. Few of them guess 
they’re talking with one of a dwindling 
breed, a man who remembers a time when 
there was no radio at all.... 

Rick Booth is a regular QST contributor and 


editor of First Word, the official journal of the 
First Coast Guard District. ost] 
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MY LORD (of The Admiralty,) 
that is - IT’S WINNIE!! 


By Don Rayner, W3CTR 


(From the Spring, 1988 Newsletter of 
the Royal Naval Amateur Radio 
Society) 


Fifty years and three careers serve 
to dim one’s memory of the past. 
This is more so when one emigrates 
and spends years nestled in the 
foothills of the Allegheny Mountains 
in western Pennsylvnia. Sometimes it 
takes just a spark to bring memories 
of events flooding back into the 
mind. Such a spark was recently 
struck in the form a letter from an old 
classmate at HMS Victory in 1938/ 
39. We were both part of the Maryatt 
class of enlistee sparkers and the 
first of such to be moved over from 
the New Entry block to the Signal 
School across the parade ground 
when the war scare hit. In those 
days, New Entry classes stayed over 
with all other classes of ratings until 
training was near complete. 


The war scare passed for the 


moment. But not before we had been 
pressed Into service with pick and 
shovel to dig up the precious parade 
ground for air raid trenches. At least 
we no longer had to double across to 
get to the NAAFI canteen before 
sunset!! 


The next nine months were pure 
heaven over in the Signal School 
away from those barbaric gunners 
mates and their brutal early morning 
roustings from the hammock. The 
soothing ‘“Wakey, Wakey, Lash Up 
and Stow” emanating from a kindly 
old 3-stripe Killick signalman was so 
much more pleasant!! Bless their 
little flag-waving hearts. 


The real war scare that turned out 
to be IT in September, 1939, also 
was the end of Maryatt class's train- 
ing. Four of us were chosen as 
operators of a then secret device 
known as RADAR. Top four bods in 


the class, y'know! Seems that as a 
ship was fitted with Radar, a crew 
would be sent to operate the thing. 
Our extra training would be at South- 
sea Castle. Each day we got bus 
fare to and from the castle back to 
HMS Victory. 


We met our boss, another 3-stripe 
Killick W/T operator, who seemed to 
know about as much as we did 
about Radar. All | know is that | felt 
more like a long-distance lorry driver 
than a Radar operatof - sitting in 
front of a huge steering wheel that 
looked for all the world like it had 
been removed from a derelict 18- 
wheeler. We could turn it 180 
degrees in one direction and then 
back to zero, then 180 degrees in 
the other direction. When we could 
get snowy images of the Needles, 
then that was the highlight of the 
day. 


Continuous rotation of the anten- 
nas had not been achieved at that 
time and a few years later | was 
astonded to see the marvelous 
advances made by the time of our 
invasion of Italy. 


To get back to my story, we four 
trainees also doubled as charladies 
around the Castle. One day there 
was an air of excitement and a flurry 
of activity. Questions from us OD’s 
were answered by ‘Just lean on the 
broom and keep sweeping! 


We had the dust under control 
when whistles blew and P.O.’s etc. 
started running around yelling to 
clear the decks. We four were sho- 
ved into a smail shed in the court- 
yard and the door was fastened shut. 


There was a small glass window 
in the shed. Dirty as it was, it allowed 
a view of the Castle courtyard from 
the gate to the Castle entrance. | was 
the biggest and by brute strength got 
control of the window. 


Suddenly, all those loose, berserk 


Killicks and P.O.’s pulled up to 
attention. A very large, black limou- 
sine swept into the courtyard, a white 
ensign and Union Jack. flying from 
the bonnet. Out stepped more brass 
than | ever shined, followed by 
whom? None other than our new 
First Lord, Winston Churchill, the 
ever-present cigar in place. 


The whole retinue marched right 
past our little prison into the castle. It 
seemed like an eternity before there 
was any action outside. | managed 
to maintain superiority over the 
forces within the shed and still com- 
manded the window seat. 


When the show resumed, the brass 
and a few fawning NCOs appeared 
at the castle entrance. As the retinue 
advanced to the limousine, Winston 
Churchill drew abreast of our win- 
dow. In the ensuing struggle for the 
window view, a rake became dis- 
lodged and fell with a clatter to the 
floor of the wooden shed. 


At that moment, Winston Churchill, 
First Lord of the Admiralty, turned to 
the window and gave me the biggest 
wink | ever saw. Honest! 


It turned out that we four were 
destined to join HMS Suffolk, one of 
the earlier ships to be fitted with 
radar, but that’s another story. My 
love affair with CW (affectionately 
called Morse Code back then) was 
the reason | left Radar to others. | 
might add that, as a stamp collector, 
| have turned all my efforts to a 
collection of Churchill stamps. | sup- 
pose you can guess why! 


(Thanks for a very amusing story, 
Don. It’s quite in character of the 
"Winnie" that many of us Knew and 
admired. - Editor.) 


ARE YOUR DUES UP-TO-DATE? 
Although all SOWP folks are "Life 
Members’, sustaining annual dues of 
$10 are due on January 1 - unless 
you are a Gold Card (paid up) Life 
Member. 
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FCC VETERAN REMEMBERS 
By Page Hopwood, 406-P, W6EUZM 


This is a letter from one SOWP 
member to another nearly two years 
ago. Author Page Hopwood sent it to 
John Kemper, 4190-V, W6SCO, 
whose story “FOUR WHEEL BRASS- 
POUNDING” appeared in our June, 
1990 issue. Kemper wrote on his 
experiences as an FCC “coast 
patrol’ operator in unmarked Hudson 
or Plymouth sedans. Their radio gear 
consisted of concealed Hallicrafter 
receivers in the back seat and a CW 
transmitter in the trunk. Page wrote: 


| was on watch in Salt Lake City at 
the FCC monitoring station when 
Pearl Harbor happened. Before the 
morning was over, Wiltsie, Engineer 
in Charge at Portland, OR called and 
ordered two of our station personnel 
to depart for Portland in our FCC car. 
Our own EIC was in Idaho on busi- 
ness, so the Assistant EIC, W.D. 
Ross, said he would go and that | 
should accompany him, leaving the 
other operator, Daniels, at the Salt 
Lake station. Our car was supposed 
to have been outfitted for mobile 
monitoring, but this had not yet been 
done. Ross and | took off for Portland 
anyway with all the needed gear in 
the back seat and the trunk, plus a 
suitcase each. | had to leave my wife 
in a Salt Lake City apartment to fend 
for herself. 


We ran into trouble almost im- 
mediately, as we were overloaded on 
those small wheels and ran into a 
blizzard in Idaho. We got into a large 
convoy of Greyhound buses, a whole 
unit of heavy coastal guns and pri- 
vate cars. We were stopped for hours 
in the western mountains in !daho 
when one heavy cannon toppled off 
its transport vehicle and blocked the 
highway. Ross and | built a fire on 
the roadside and brewed coffee until 
the grounds ran out. We finally got to 
Portland after driving the last 200 
miles over ice-glazed roads. We 


were lucky to have made it at all, but 
needless to say, we got H--- when 
the Portland EIC found that our car 
was not ready to go out on patrol. It 
took two days more with all hands 
working to get us ready to roll. We 
were assigned to patrol the coast 
from Neah Bay, WA down to Coos 
Bay, OR (about 400 miles) and we 
soon established motels where we 
could stay after a day's run. 


We soon set up Aberdeen and 
Hoquiam in Washington as our main 
bases and found motels Interested In 
having us and keeping a spot open 
for our stops. It was very convenient 
and not too costly. Remember the 
large per diem FCC was giving in 
those days? (It was $6 a day, recalls 
John Kemper!) We never did go into 
Neah Bay. We heard the whole town 
had dysentery and we wanted no 
part of that! We generally went to 
Port Angeles and back and did our 
coastal driving with frequent stops 
for a good listen. Bear in mind that it 
rained day and night and | never 
seemed to be dry even though | wore 
rain gear when out of the car. 


It was near Beaver, WA that Ross 
and | were arrested! We had a hard 
time proving that we actually worked 
for the FCC. The local sheriff and an 
Army outfit stopped us and pointed a 
.50 caliber from a_ half-track. We 
finally convinced them we were OK. 
Another time, an eager Navy MP 
stopped me in Port Angeles and 
pointed a cocked .45 and my groin 
and took Ross and me into his MP 
guard shack. We sat there three 
hours before the Officer of the Day 
decided to let us go. We tried to tell 
the Lieutenant that we were trying to 
fight the same war! They really gave 
our car a goad looking-over. 


Near Humptulips, WA (about 20 


miles north of Aberdeen) we were 
asked to investigate some flashing 
lights. We were out that night and 


indeed some lights were flashing 
across a small pond. We went across 
a railroad bridge and along a fence 
until we could see that the lights 
were coming from a chicken house. 
The owner had installed a night light 
and the chickens were going to bed 
up a runway blinking the light every 
time one went through the door. We 
never did figure what code they were 
using! 


Another time, Brodie was on the 
coast while we were taking a much- 
needed rest. He turned a case over 
to us where a lighthouse keeper had 
been hearing code. Ross and | 
contacted him. He asked us to stay 
in his lighthouse. We did, but after a 
day or so he booted us out as he 
and his new bride were getting no 
honeymoon. Ross wrote up ail these 
cases and sent them in. They were 
probably thrown away as just fig- 
ments of our imagination! Anyway, 
we never did hear if we were doing 
any good and we wondered, too. 


One night we were near a place 
called Long Beach, WA near the 
southern tip of Washington. | had 
driven down on the flat beach about 
100 yards from the breaking surf. 
The moon was out and it was a 
beautiful night. Suddenly, we could 
see something advancing toward us. 
Before | could get the car started and 
back it up - a tidal wave came in and 
swept around us with the water 
reaching halfway up the car door. 
Boy - was | panicked! The wave went 
out, so | got out of the car and saw 
that we were down to our running 
boards where the water had washed 
the sand from under our tires. A man 
was up the beach a bit with a big 4x 
4 piece of wood. He came down as 
far as he could and paid out a cable 
which | hooked onto the Hudson. He 
pulled us out with his truck before 
more waves could get to us. We 
immediately took the car to an all- 


night garage, put it up on a lift 
(Continued, Page 7) 
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and washed out all the sand. Sub- 
sequent use showed we had done 
no harm other than give ourselves a 
good heart attack. | don’t think Ross 
reported this incident. 


Another night we were on the same 
beach and it was raining like the 
devil. We were driving with our 
night-vision lights . We drove over a 
small hill and right down into the 
camp of a military group. It turned 
out to be the same bunch of Army 
gunners we had met back on the 
highway in Idaho. There wasn’t a dry 
man in the outfit! | gave all of my 
smokes to the Lieutenant in charge. 
He was the most grateful guy you 
could meet. He was a bit disturbed 
that we had driven right into his 
camp without being challenged by 
his out-guard. On those trips we 
would cross the Columbia River and 
then drive down the coast to Coos 
Bay where we occasionally met 
someone from the south patrol. 
Generally, we spent three days on 
this leg and three more driving bnack 
north to Hoquiam. 


On one trip we were called in to 
Portland for some other gear and a 
general overhaul. Wiltsie asked me if 
| would like to be in the first unit of 
the FCC Radio Intelligence Division, 
(RID) being formed in San Francisco. 
| jumped at the chance! He must 
have known how | would reply, 
because my papers had already 
been made up, including my per- 
diem pay. | was hustled onto a train 
to Salt Lake City where my wife was 
already packed to leave and we 
were off to SF in my old Chevy! 


That’s about the extent of my story. 
Ross died soon after | left and | don’t 
know who took over our car since the 
Coast Patrol was soon ended, pro- 
bably about the time | joined the unit 
in San Francisco. The first RID group 
included Sutton, Greaves, Powell, 


Roach, Blair, myself and two or three 
others whose names | can’t recall. 


| have a few other stories ...like 
the small bar-eatery where we used 
to go. The owners gave us free 
drinks, thinking we belonged to a 
Washington State government board! 


-73, Page Hopwood. 


(They also served who drove and 
drove and listened and _ listened! 
Thanks for a good look backward on 
how it was, Page. - Editor) 


ADVENTURES OF A 
SEA-GOING NEBRASKAN 


By John McKinney, 1001-P, 
WOAP/MNM ...as transcribed off-the- 
air by Ye Ed on 23 April and 21 May, 
1992: 


| left home at the end of March and 
flew to Seattle where | boarded the 
factory trawler ALASKA OCEAN/ 
KRCT to take her up to Dutch Harbor 
where we began an exploratory fish- 
ing trip south. 


This vessel is only two years old. 
She was built in Norway at a cost of 
over $80 million. She is very luxuri- 
ous for a fishing vessel. She carries a 
full crew including the factory wor- 
kers, so there are about 100 persons 
aboard. 


ALASKA OCEAN has 47 carpeted 
staterooms, each with a double bunk 
and a private bath. She is fully 
air-conditioned and has TV in each 
stateroom. My quarters are on the 
fourth deck below the bridge along 
with the other officers. The radio 
room is across the passageway from 
my stateroom, but it houses only the 
medium-frequency (500 kHz. etc) 
radio gear. 


All the other electronic equipment 
is on the bridge deck which is a 
great big room about 50 feet square, 
all glassed-in. This ship really has 
every kind of electronic gear you can 


name, and usually two deep! She 
has three radar installations, SONAR 
and geo-positioning LORAN, several 
VHF rigs and two SSB radios. There 
is so much equipment that the ser- 
vices of a full-time electrician are 
needed to keep it all working pro- 
perly. There’s about $5 million worth 
of electronic gear on board, 


There is a TV-satellite installation 
which feeds the TV receivers in the 
staterooms. They also have full-time 
movies via tape on a couple of 
channels and the programs are 
changed daily. Those are the ‘hard- 
ships’ | encountered in about three 
weeks aboard. 


We sailed south from Dutch Harbor 
in the Aleutians and went as far 
south as San Diego. We were 
exploring for mackerel but didn’t find 
very many. We headed back North 
and did more test fishing off Oregon 
and Washington. 


On Tuesday, April 21 | left the ship 
by chartered launch from about 50 
miles out for a rather rough ride into 
Seattle and a dash to the airport. Got 
home about midnight after a hectic — 
day. 


I'll be going back to Seattle around 
the end of May to sail back North to 
Dutch Harbor again. That trip will 
cover about ten days. 


Editor's Postscript: Sure enough, on 
Thursday, May 21, 1992 at 1500 
UTC, on the SOWP Transcon net, 
there was Mac, WOAP/MM, operating 
QRP - 2 watts, from the ALASKA 
OCEAN/KRCT. Mac said: 


“We are off Vancouver, bound for 
Dutch Harbor. We left our Seattle 
pier Wednesday night (May 20) and 
got through the (Juan de Fuca) 
Straits about 4 A.M. today (May 21).” 


Such is the tough life of a retired 
FCC engineer and marine brass- 
pounder from the ’30s, - Editor. 


The World Wirelecs Beacon Be 


SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eter- 
nal. We send our sincere sympathies 
to those they held dear: 


AIME, Maron OG, Sf, 351-P, 
W5BET, New Orleans, LA. 


BENNET, Donald E, 4899-V, 
W6DTZ, San Mateo, CA., March 23, 
1990 after emergency surgery. 


BRYAN, Aay A, 3567-P, W5IQ 
Kingston, OK. 


COOKE, Wiliam E., UI, 
K3CN, Severna Park, MD. 


CSEH, Alexander J, 
W4EXB, Norfoik, VA. 


DAY, Jack A, 4093-V, NN5Z, 
August 22, 1991, Fairview, OK., at 
age 71. He graduated from Fairview 
High School in 1937 and served as a 
radio operator in the Army Air Corps 
in World War ll. He was a dairy 
farmer for 27 years. In addition to 
SOWP, Jack was a member of the 


1616-P, 


1948-P, 


Cimarron Amateur Radio Association, — 


the Oklahoma Baptist Disaster Radio 
Net and the Salvation Army Emer- 
gency Communications program. He 
is survived by his wife, Betty, six 
children and six grandchildren. 
(Reported by Mrs. Betty Day.) 


FISTOR, Edward, 3369-P, WB6JAP, 
at Corning, CA. No date or details. 


FLAGLER, Lt Cmdr Robert H. 
1986-SGP, at Gig Harbor, WA., 
1990. His first ship assignment was 
aboard SS President Grant/KDUT in 
1924. He received his first amateur 
radio license in 1922. (Reported by 
James A. Johnson, 461-SGP, 
W7BN.) 


FORD, Nephi W., 2411-P, W2DBW, 
2411-P, Rutherford, NJ, May 3, 
1992, age 81. 


FRANKLIN, William F, 667-SGP, 
W4KC, St. Petersburg, FL.., 1992. 


GILLETT, Hilton Wo MD, 3212-P, 
W5ENI, March 18, 1992, Mayhill, NM 
at age 89. He was a retired physi- 
cian and a long-time regular check- 
in until recently on the SOWP Trans- 
con nets. “Doc” was a U.S. Army 
medical officer in World War Il. He 
was a member of ARRL, OOTC and 
the American Medical Asociation. 


GLERUM, Cornelis, 710-SGP, 
PAOGL, at Schore, Nethlerlands, Oct. 
23, 1991 at age 87. Death came 
from complications after several sur- 
geries. ‘Cor’ was for many years an 
active check-in on the SOWP “'Trans- 
con” nets and was SOWP Director 
for Western Europe. (Reported by 
W.G. Bruyn, 1989-V, VESJBW) 


HAART, George 7, 1471-V, K6RTB, 
February 16, 1992, Vancouver, WA., 
at age 72, after a long illness. 


ISOLA, Lois &, 4828-V, NB6E, June 
29, 1990, San Luis Obispo, CA. 


LEGLEA, Harry E, 4513-V, WOPB, 
Hiawatha, KS., 1991. 


LEWGEL San, 3627-V, W7JHQ, 
April 11, 1992, Sun City, AZ., aneur- 
ism. He was very active as NCS of 
the Monday morning FAA single- 
sideband net. 


LIDELL, Steadman, 888-V, W2MEI, 
New York, NY. December 31, 1991. 


MCMAHON, Harold Fi, 3478-V, 
W7IBY, Klamath Falls, OR., January 
6, 1992. 


MARTON, Aichard J, 3086-V, 
KB8SN, Curwensville, PA. No details. 


MEYER, Joseph F., 4491-P, W6ZKF, 
September, 1990, Los Angeles, CA. 
(Reported by his daughter, Mrs. Mar- 
sha Sculatti, 1 March, 1992) 


NELSON, Willa, 2327-SGP, N6PW, 
at Castor, LA, 1990. He was active 
daily in the 40-meter PARG traffic 
net. No other details. (Reported by 
George Wilkinson, 983-V, N7ARI.) 


PFEFFER, / #1, 206-TA, KA7ODT, at 


_June 1902 


Portland, OR., December 22, 1991. 


HANK William 8, 3758-P, W5LMQ, 
at Houston, TX. 


HICE, Joseph M, Ml, 4769-V, 
W4RHZ, Covington, KY. He was 
active in the ARRL National Traffic 
System for many years.. 


SANSOM, Hichard, 4591-M, W3MTU, 
March 29, 1989 at West Fork, AR. 
(Reported by Mrs. Estelle Sansom) 


SILVEBSTEIN, Stuart J.,  289-TA, 
K3UE}I, Harleysville, PA., 1992.. 


SIMPSON, FAichard C., 2965-V, 
W4MI, Memphis, TN., died suddenly 
May 24, 1991 at age 73. He was 
Tennessee Section Manager for 
ARRL since 1988, and was also state 
director of the Army Military Affiliate 
Radio System. He was an Army 
veteran of World War Il and a mem- 
ber of the VFW. He was an engineer 
for broadcast station WMPS before 
retiring and a radio amateur for more 
than 40 years. (Reported by Jean 
Giesler, 3880-V, W4TYU) 


SLOAT, Gordon W., 1947-P, W7KU, 
Beaverton, OR. 


STANCIL, William V., 3803-SGP, 
July 1, 1991 at Newport Beach, CA. 


STEIN, Harry 8, 1378-P, W3CL, 
February 18, 1992, Glenside, PA. 


SUMMERS Charnelle Ht, 2283-P, 
W4AR, Kissimmee, FL., 1991. 


TAITES, Kenneth A, 701-SGP, 
WOLO, Des Moines, IA. (Reported by 
H.L. Leutzinger, 1549-P, WOSFT.) 


VanHANOLE, Haymond 7. 922-V, 
W2BAIl, Passaic, NJ. 


WICKER, Lacy FP, 0165-TA, W4ACY, 
Greensboro, NC. 


WISEMAN, Leste J 2445-SGP, 
K6OT, at Hemet, CA., December, 
1990. He was very active in the daily 
Pacific Coast traffic net on 40 meters. 
(Reported by George Wilkinson, 983- 
V, N7ARI.) 


SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 


146 Coleen Street, Livermore, CA 94550 
June 20, 1992 


IMPORTANT BULLETIN 


@ To SOWP MEMBERS: 


For many years, your Society has sought to obtain “Non-Profit Organization” status for our mailings. We have now been 
advised by the office of the California Secretary of State that to do so we must submit a proposal to our members to change 
our Corporate filing status. 


e BACKGROUND 


When our Corporate Charter was obtained from the State of California in 1976, the wording of our Articles of 
Incorporation caused us to be classified as a “nonprofit mutual benefit corporation” rather than a “nonprofit public benefit 
corporation”. When it made a review of corporation documents in 1979, the Secretary of State’s office confirmed our 
original corporate status. 


The difference between the two kinds of non-profit corporations is very significant: Our present classification makes us 
ineligible for “Non-Profit Organization" rate postage charges for our mailings. Instead, we are forced to use ordinary “Bulk 
Rate” as though we were a “For Profit” group. We thus pay 78% more than we should for bulk mailings. Since our 
beginning, we have operated similarly to the Quarter Century Wireless Association, the American Radio Relay League and 
many other groups which mail at non-profit bulk rates because they all have IRS classification as "501 (c)(3)" organizations. 


@ THE CURRENT SITUATION 


We have recently been in contact with the Secretary of State Corporate Division about how to correct our filing status. 
We are required to submit a proposal to our members to amend our Articles of Incorporation to read “nonprofit public 
benefit corporation”. In California a nonprofit public benefit corporation must be organized “for charitable purposes”. 
When a majority of members ratifies this (and other minor language changes) and they are approved by the California 
Commisioner of Corporations, we may then apply to the IRS for "501 (c)(3)" status and to the U.S. Postal Service for the 
correct, lower non-profit organization bulk mailing rates. . 


@ BALLOT 


As a First Step toward that objective, an Official Ballot presenting these necessary changes appears on the reverse side of 
this insert sheet to your June, 1992 World Wireless Beacon 


@ PLEASE VOTE PROMPTLY 
Please return your unsigned ballot not later than July 31, 1992, to our membership records-keeper at the address shown. 
Sincerely, with 73 
Paul N. Dane 
(tkp) President, SOWP 


AMENDMENTS and BALLOT 
PRESENT STATUS Article | - NAME: The name of this corporation is: The Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. (Not changed) 


Article Il: A/ PRIMARY AND SPECIFIC PURPOSE (As determined by the California Secretary of State in 1979) This corporation is a nonprofit 
mutual benefit corporation organized under the Nonprofit Mutual Benefit Corporation Law. The purpose of this corporation is to engage in any 
lawful act or activity for which a corporation may be organized under such law. (Original text): "The specific and primary purpose of this 
corporation is to perpetuate the memory, heritage and tradition of all pioneer and veteran wireless (radio) telegraphers and to acquaint the public 
with the exploits and deeds of the many heroic wireless men and women who have proven their courage and valor in times of dire emergency or 
disaster and of the many wireless pioneers who have directly or indirectly contributed to improvement of the art" Article Ii B, SECONDARY ~ 
PURPOSES is moved to the Corporation By-Laws. 


Article Ill. The Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc., is a corporation which does not contemplate distribution of a pecuniary gain or profit to the 
members thereof. Said corporation is organized pursuant to the General Nonprofit Corporation Law, to wit, Part | of Division 2 of Title | of the 
Corporation Code of the State of California. 


Article IV, PRINCIPAL OFFICE (Sonoma County, California) is dropped. Article V, BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS (Contained i in 
corporation By-Laws. These two Articles are replaced with new titles and text. See Below. 


Articles Vi, VIl, Vill, are not affected by these proposed amendments. Article IX, DISSOLUTION is dropped. Its language is incorporated into 
new Article V. 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS: Article {i A. This corporation is a nonprofit public benefit corporation and is not organized for the private gain 
of any person. It is organized under the Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation Law for charitable purposes. 


Article || B. The specific purpose of this corporation is to perpetuate among the general public and the members of the corporation the 
memory, heritage and traditions of all pioneer and veteran wireless (radio) operators and to preserve the record of the many heroic wireless men 
and women who have proven their courage and valor in times of dire emergency or disaster and of the many wireless pioneers who have directly 
or indirectly contributed to improvement of the art 


Article lll. This corporation elects to be governed by all of the provisions of the foreroh Corporation Law of 1980 not otherwise applicable to it 
under Part 5 thereof. - 


Article |V A. This corporation is organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational and scientific purposes within the meaning of 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 


Article IV B. No substantial part of the activities of this corporation shall consist of carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence 
legislation, and the corporation shall not participate or intervene in any political campaign (including the publishing or distribution of statements) on 
behalf of any candidate for public office. 


Article V. The property of this corporation is irrevocably dedicated to charitable purposes and no part of the net income or assets of this 
corporation shall ever inure to the benefit of any director, officer or member thereof or to the benefit of any private person. Upon the dissolution or 
winding up of the corporation, its assets remaining after payment of all debts and liabilities of this corporation shail be distributed to a nonprofit 
fund, foundation or corporation which is organized and operated exclusively for charitable purposes and which has established its tax exempt 
status under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. No member or officer shall be personally liable for any liabilities of the corporation. 


BALLOT: | APPROVE the Amendments ( ) | DISAPPROVE the Amendments ( ) 
FOLD 


POSTAGE 


BALLOT TELLER - SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 
W. T. BOYD 
P.O. BOX 86 


GEYSERVILLE, CA 95441 


(Seal with tape) (TKP) 
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IN REMEMBRANCE 


The following is quoted from the 
SOWP Yearbook for 1973: 


Cornelis Glerum, 710-SGP, 
PAOGL, began his seagoing career 
in 1924 on the SS ROTTERDAM 
/PEA and spent six years at sea. 
During World War ll, “Cor’ was a 
member of “‘Underground Group 
Albrecht’. He trained Radio Officers 
at the De Nuyter Naval School. 


He set up his amateur radio 
station, with call sign PAOGL in 1940, 
and has used it to relay SOWP 
bulletins throughout Western Europe 
and has been responsible for many 
members joining the Society. Follow- 
ing are some abstracts of his 
experiences written by himself, the 
first SOWP member from the Nether- 
lands: 


“| was born on a farm in 1904 and 
was destined for the religious tuition 
of farm boys but got fed up with with 
teachers college and took a wireless 
course at Radio-Holland, Boompjes 
28, Rotterdam. After nine months 
passed the First Class exam and was 
appointed Third Op on board (the 
first) SS ROTTERDAM/PEA (Holland- 
America Line) at a 1924 salary of $26 
US. Made two winter trips to New 
York with about 200 passengers. 
Times were hard. One married 
operator with a 2nd Class ticket -who 
had to get his first class license to 
get a ship- had to borrow his wife’s 
shoes to go to The Hague for his 
exam. 


“Boarding the ROTTERDAM, | met 
my teacher from radio school. (It was 
closed awaiting better times.) He 
was the Chief. The 4th Op had 
missed his cargo ship and went with 
us to New York and had to pay his 
own train fare to New Orleans to 
rejoin his ship on which the 2nd op 
without any experience had done a 
good job. 


“The ROTTERDAM had a 5 kW 
spark main tranemitter and a 4-wire, 
170 metre aerial with which we could 
silence all other liners on the Atlantic. 
My first cabin on this ship was up 
forward where my neighbors were 
the dogs belonging to the pas- 
sengers. The deck was washed each 
morning for the dogs and the op at 
the same time! Later | got a second 
class and then _ a first class 
stateroom. 


“We kept in touch’ with coastal 
station PCH back home at Sche- 
veningen on 1800 metres spark (167 
kHz). We also had a Marconi direct 
valve set working around 2100 
metres (143 kHz). Our receiver was a 
Marconi 31-A crystal detector on 
which at sunrise you could copy WIM 
(Chatham, Mass.) and WSA in the 
English Channel. A_ three-tube 
tetrode receiver took care of the 
longer waves. It was easy and fun to 
hear WSH and American ships trying 
to start their arc transmitters. 


“In New York | was impressed by 
the beautiful skyline and the life on 
42nd Street. Being in uniform, | was 
asked for directions by elderly 
women. Ever since those trips, | have 
always liked the USA.” 


Cor retired to a small, beautiful 
village in the country. Leading the 
life of a modest country squire, he 
enjoyed gardening, ham radio, com- 
munity affairs and studying 
languages. He reported meeting 
SOWP member, John Holland, 
818-SGP,VE3BOJ, who looked 
Cor up on his visit to Europe in the 
summer of 1973. Cor became a 
Silent Key October 29, 1991, at his 
home in Holland. 


HILTON W. GILLETT, M.D., 
3212-P, W5ENI 


“Doc’”’ first went to sea in 1925 as 
R/O aboard SS ALGIC/KDDC. Other 
assignments came well after he had 


established his medical practice and 
after hie Army service in World War 
ll. Along the way he learned to 
operate signal lamps for -blinker com- 
munications. 


In 1966 and 1968 he was aboard 
USNS ELTANIN. In 1971-72 he 
copied and posted weather reports 
from the U.S. Navy for the Yap Island 
Administration. Yap was part of the 
U.S. Trust Territories of the Pacific. In 
1978 he made a _ round-the-world 
cruise aboard the windjammer YAN- 
KEE TRADER. 


His first amateur call in 1928 was 
W2BWV. Some 60 years ago, in 
Hartford, N.Y., he held the call 
W8DMJ and kept traffic schedules 
with Hank Warner, W1HRQ, our 
SOWP Chief Operator. In 1934, 
"Doc’s” amateur call became 
W5ENI, which he held for 58 years. 


On the final day of his life, March 
18, 1992, he was in a morning QSO 
with two old friends, Otis Edwards, 
WI5R and Leroy Cheney, N5IQQ. 
“Doc” copied the incoming signals 
and his son Warren, KASCUV, did 
the sending. “Doc” passed away 
at 1 P.M. 


HIRA HOLDS 1ST MEETING 


The Hoffman Island Radio Associa- 
tion held its first national meeting in 
April, 1992 in Baltimore, MD., as 
reported by founder, Richard F. 
Waechter, (GOWP 4077-V, KA3JXA). 
Thirty members from throughout the 
USA met to renew friendships and 
make new ones. Elections were 
held. Officers are: 


Richard F. Waechter....... President 
John J. Murray....... Vice President 
Stephen L. Kocis.......... Treasurer 
Eugene J. Buehler......... Secretary 


The location for the second annual 
meeting has been tentatively placed 
in Charleston, SC in 1993. 


(Continued - Page 16) 
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RCA VET RECALLS... 
“How! *mooned’ a Radar...”’ 


Our Jack Binns Chapter V 
scribe, Don Newman, 58-P, W7CO, 
keeps Ye Ed up to date on his 
group. Don and Chapter Director 
John Dudley, 2798-V, W7ITJ, have 
kept the Chapter “on course” for 
eight years now. Don comments that 
their numbers are dwindling. At the 
April 18, 1992 meeting, 26 attended. 


"It's lucky I’ve Known the owner 
of the Doghouse restaurant (in Seat- 
tle, WA where the Chapter meets) for 
over 40 years. As long as | can 
humor her and her son who manages 
the place, we are OK. Laughingly, 
she and | have a different name for 
us. She calls us the ‘Crutch, Cane 
and Dead Hearing Aid Battery 
Society’. | am one year older than 
she is, and she doesn't let me forget 
it! | probably told you that I’m the 
one who first brought the hams to the 
back room 35 years ago after we 
had outgrown four other places. His- 
tory has been made there... 


"Just renewed my 1st Telegraph 
ticket, now good for 5 years, until 
1997. I'll be 85 then. I’ve had that 
license since 1927 when | first sailed. 
Went to RCA in ‘36 and stayed 40 
years with the Marine Department. | 
was fortunate to get to know Sarnoff 
well. At the RCA school | pulled a 
stunt and Sarnoff was there. 


"It was my turn to put a problem in 
a radar set for the students to find. 
During a howling snowstorm, | went 
up the 30-foot tower on the 17 story 
Holland Plaza building in NY and 
tied a silver dollar with a handker- 


chief on the little window of the horn 
feeding the scanner. It made a big 
moon show on the scope. The stu- 
dents tore the radar apart and 
couldn't find it. In mid-afternoon Sar- 
noff and Capt. Shecklen came in and 
said they were getting upset. What 
had | done? 


"During a break | went back up the 
tower, got the buck and gave it to 
Sarnoff. He put it on a plaque in his 
office which said, ‘This is what stum- 
ped my high-priced engineers.’ 


“For many years, when | was back 
in Cherry Hill, NJ for meetings, Sar- 
noff would ask me to stop in at his 
New York office to see him. It blew 
their minds in the meetings when the 
call would come through for me. | 
think Hank Warner (W1HRQ) was 
working there as an engineer at that 
time, but not on radar...-73 " (Don 
also told us that despite his prank, 
Sarnoff later gave him a 25-year RCA 
watch . -Editor) 


REREKKKKKEKEKKEKKEKKEEKER 


STAR of INDIA CHAPTER IV 


“Our SOI Chapter ‘revival meeting’ 
on 29 February went off very well," 
says Mick McDaniel, 3652-V, 
W6FGE, Sec.-Treasurer. “We served 
53 lunches. The joint wasn't raided, 
so the affair must have been a 
success..." 


New Chapter Director is Herb 
Goodman, 5010-V, W6GQC, a retired 
Air Force flight and communications 
officer. He has been active in Air 
Force MARS for 40 years and now is 
its Region 6 Manager. Herb says the 
Chapter will hold its next joint meet- 
ing in October with the San Diego 
Chapter of QCWA. Welcome,Herb! 


June 1992 


PACIFIC - SW CHAPTER 
IX REPORTS 


Chapter Director Bill Jackson, 
3612-V, W6HDP, says his group held 
its Spring. meeting March 21, 1992 at 
Coco's restaurant with 20 members 
in attendance. 


The main program item was the 
playing of an audio tape, "The Fad- 
ing of 500 kHz," produced by Bruce 
Morris, 4834-M, GW4XXF, which 
tells the story of the last hours of 
operation by some famed European 
marine coastal stations. Jackson 
said the tape evoked a spirited and 
emotional group discussion about 
the “good old days" of wireless. 
(See the March, 1991 issue of this 
newsletter for more about Bruce 
Morris and his land-based ‘ship- 
board" radio station. - Editor) 


Coming in December, 1992, will be 
the Chapter’s joint meeting with the 
Arizona QCWA Chapter. Its featured 
speaker will be Harry Helms, 
AAGFW, San Diego, CA., renowned 
for his encouragement and help to 
amateur radio newcomers. A profile 
interview with Mr. Helms appeared in 
QS7, April, 1992, page 50. 


Bill Jackson also reported on 
Chapter member Ken Edwards, 
4042-V, W6MCV. Edwards has set 
up and operates a complete com- 
munications station with a Packet 
bulletin board (BBS) from his home in 
Bullhead City, AZ. He played a vital 
part in emergency communications 
following the San Francisco earth- 
quake and the Galveston, TX hurri- 
cane a few years ago. 


Ye Ed congratulates Bill Jackson 
and all Chapter members for their 
continuing successful activities. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF 
A TEEN-AGE SPARKS 


By Paul E. Shaad, 5021-P, AAGXT 


In the July, 1920 issue of OS7 
there is a picture of the very first 
commercial receiver | ever used and | 
remember it well. 


Growing up in Kansas during and 
just after WW |, | had access to a 
neighborhood telegraph line, from 
which | learned the International 
Code. The inevitable progression 
was to a crystal detector, a Ford 
spark coil and a bootleg call sign 
and finally the real thing. 


The real thing was a one-tube 
regenerative receiver and a transmit- 
ter that used a five-watt tube driven 
nearly to destruction. The legal call 
was 9CLR. | operated first on 160 
meters, then on 80 and finally ‘way 
down on 40 meters. In the early 
1920’s with this simple equipment, | 
worked coast to coast and when 
conditions were perfect, | could even 
- work Australia and New Zealand. 


In the course of these exciting 
adventures, | became acquainted 
with a ham who had been a seago- 
ing wireless operator. | decided early 
on that this was the life for me. So by 
studying the license examination 
questions when | should have been 
studying Latin and alegbra, | 
knocked over the 20 wpm code and 
pased the Commercial First Class 
exam on the same day that Lind- 
bergh landed in Paris. It was May, 
1927 and | was only 15 years old. 


One month later found me with 
Radiomarine Corp. in Galveston, TX 
awaiting ship assignment. That came 
quickly, for | was the only operator 
standing by. The ship was a 
freighter, the S/S Sunugentco, load- 
ing general cargo in Gulf ports for 
the West Coast. Her call letters were 
KDNX. As the Chief Mate took me 
before the Captain, | heard the Old 
Man remark, “| didn’t know | was 


running a kindergarten.” 


The shack was aft on the boat 
deck, well removed from the bridge, 
to which | communicated through a 
speaking tube. The shack housed 
my sleeping quarters, a battery room 
with a 120-volt, 210 ampere-hour 
bank of storage batteries and the 
radio room itself. The transmitter was 
a 2kW Navy Standard quenched gap 
spark with the brass and copper all 
polished up. The receiver consisted 
of two cabinets, the first a large one 
containing the tuner with its primary 
and secondary tuned coils and the 
second smaller one with the vacuum- 
tube detector and one stage of 
audio. Under the table was the 2kW 
500 cycle MG set. To one side of the 
receiver was the big brass key and 
the massive antenna change-over 
switch. And in one corner was a 
polished brass spittoon! 


On the second day out, | simply 
had to see what was inside those 
receiver boxes. But when reconnect- 
ing the detector-amplifier box, | acci- 
dentally touched the plate supply to 
the filament post and blew the two 
vacuum tubes! | had already 
checked through the spare parts box 
and knew there were no spare tubes 
on board. | was petrified - simply 
stuck dumb! Nothing worse could 
have happened. We were approach- 
ing Mobile and soon | would have to 
send the Old Man’s arrival message. 
What to do? 


Well, happily the story has a 
satisfactory ending. In going through 
the spare parts, | had seen a crystal 
detector, which surprised me. But 
imagine my joy when | found it could 
be hooked up to the tuner, which | 
soon did. It worked, and | handled 


my traffic with WLO with no trouble. 


ee: vi 
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This Navy Standard 2-kW spark transmitter might have been like the gear 
used by the author. Actually this photo, (from QS7 Oct. 1976) is of an early 
1930 shipboard rig used by Luke Herndon, K4QQ, 2504-P, SK August, 1984. 


We sailed from Galveston for 
Mobile the next day and | performed 
my duties without a flaw. | sent the 
departure (QTO) message to WGV in 
Galveston, copied the weather report 
from WNU in New Orleans and got 
the time tick from NAA in Arlington, 
VA. | was well on my way to becom- 
ing a real “Sparks”. Or was |? 


Needless to say, on arrival in 
Mobile, | ran straight to the Radio- 
marine offices for a supply of tubes. 
And by the time our long voyage to 
the West Coast and back to New 
York was over, | was a real “Sparks” 
and was accepted by the Old Man, 
the officers and the crew. 


And | was not yet 16 years old. 
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_NOTES FROM OUR NETS 


NCS Dan Courtney, 1156-P, 
K4HDV, of our Southeastern Net 
sends word that Sam Reck, 298-TA, 
N4PS, has come aboard as alternate 
NCS. Welcome, Sam! Glad to have 
you with us for the weekly net 
Sundays at 1400 Eastern Time on 
7,055 kHz CW. This info will be 
added to our Net Schedule sheet on 
its next update in September. 


xkaekKK 


Ero Erickson, 21-P, KA9DYS, 
reminds us to check for Novice 
contacts on 21,120 kHz whenever 
we're looking for a good ragchew. 
We have several SOWP members 
whose long experience as wireless 
operators just doesn’t square with 
that license title as our reprint story 
on Page 4 illustrates so well. Per- 
haps a new SOWP 15-meter net 
could be formed by these and other 
ops. Contact Chief OP Hank War- 
ner, W1HRQ, if you can lend a hand 
with such a net. 


kek Ke 


Art Schermerhorn, 3868-P, W8FEC, 
Inland Seas Chapter Director and 
NCS of its Monday night nets 
announces a new 30 meter net: 
Beginning Monday June 15, 1992, 
Art will call “CQ SOWP” on about 
10,130 - 10,135 kHz at 2000 EDT 
(Tuesdays at 0000 UTC). The new 
net will substitute for the Inland Seas 
80 meter net - and summer QRN - at 
that hour. 


kkk 


RJ NET OFF FOR SUMMER 


Our Pacific Coast “Richard John- 
stone” net (Thursdays at 2000 Paci- 
fic Time, 3555 kHz) has signed off 
until October, per its usual custom. 
RJ net controller, Gordon Tucker, 
3813-V, W7FLF, took several weeks 
off this Spring for successful prostate 
and heart by-pass surgery. We all 
send “Tuck” our best wishes. 


A REQUEST FOR “DF” 
INFORMATION 


“| would like to contact radiomen 
who worked with Pan American Air- 
ways at Guam, Midway and/or 
Hawaii in 1937 or anyone familiar 
with radio direction-finding equip- 
ment from that era..” - Please write to 
Charles E. Spencer, 4058-P, 
W8PQO, PO Box 173, Fennville, Ml 
49408. 
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____MORE from the MAILBAG 


AUDIO-RECORDING YOUR 
NEWSLETTER 


Leona Wallace, 272-TA, WAGOHB, 
who volunteered to read our news- 
letter onto audio tape for members 
with visual impairment, says, 
“Finally, {| finished recording the 
(March, 1992) World Wireless Bea- 
con today (@ May, 1992) at the 
Holiday Inn, Fresno, CA where | have 
been attending the Fresno Amateur 
Radio Club’s 50th Hamfest.”’ 


“It took one hour and 19 minutes 
to read... Actually, | finished record- 
ing (| thot) about 4 days ago. | 
decided to play it back before send- 
ing it to George (Ahrens, 274-P, 
W5JN, Dallas, TX). It was a good 
thing | did, as | discovered that about 
half-way thru, the recorder had stop- 
ped recording. | got out a different 
tape recorder and finished it up. 


“George sent me $10 for postage 
and mailers. | couldn't find the con- 
tainers he mentioned, so | got a little 
padded envelope the tape fits Into..." 


kKakKkKKE 


Bob Hickman, 4968-M, AASWE, 
wrote, "../'m willing to give (audio 
recording) a shot." Thanks, Bob. 
Stand by while we explore this ser- 
vice a bit more. 


Members who could benefit from 
the “audio edition" of this newsletter. 
Please drop a line to the Editor. 


S.S. JOHN W. BROWN SAILS 
AGAIN 


The S.S. JOHN W. BROWN/ KHJL, 
has been very active this Spring with 
cruises from her Baltimore home port 
and ship tours for visitors. 


On Sunday, May 24, 1992, we had 
an opportunity via the SOWP SSB 
net, to talk with her Radio Officer, 
Ralph Albers, 4374-V, W4ER, from 
aboard the BROWN, which was then 
moored at Camden, Nu. 


Ralph said that more than $2 
million from voluntary contributions 
and matching funds from the State of 
Maryland has been spent so far to 
refurbish the WW Il Liberty Ship as 
an active, sailing memorial museum. 
She is manned by an all-volunteer 
crew, many of whom are Merchant 
Marine and Navy Armed Guard 
veterans from 50 years ago. 


She has eight anti-aircraft and one 
five-inch gun. Her renewed radio 
room houses a 50-year old but work- 
ing CW station, with both MF and HF 
transmitters. Amateur radio equip- 
ment consists of a Ten-Tec Omni-D 
transceiver and an MFJ antenna 
tuner, donated by the ham club of 
Canton, Ohio. 


On May 21, after a short sail from 
Baltimore, a ceremony took place 
aboard ship at Point Lookout, MD., 
at which the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation awarded WW Il merchant 
marine medals. 


After ship tours for the public at 
Camden, NJ and Philadelphia, the 
BROWN returned to Baltimore May 
31. 


On Sunday,August 2, 1992 a crab 
feast will be held aboard ship at the 
Dundalk, MD Passenger Terminal. 


On Sunday, September 6, a cruise 
from Baltimore will be open to the 
public. Advance reservation tickets 
are $100 per person from PO Box 8, 
Long Green, MD 21092. 
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** * WELCOME NEW MEMBERS £ * * 


5009-V Valentin Valashnikov, U1PR, 
“Val’/ 16/2 Suvorov St, Box 45, 
163001 Arkhangelsk, SFSR. FS: 
1943 Russian Army. (See Dec.’91 - 
Jan.’92 issue of this newsletter for an 
introduction to Val. -Editor) 


5010-V Herbert E. Goodman, 
W6GQC, “Herb’’/Kathryn, 1057 
Moana Dr., San Diego, CA 92107- 
4106. FS: Atsugi, Japan, various 
callsigns. 


5011-V Clarence W. Wenzel, 
W5TJW, “Bill’/ 340 West 2nd St, 
Ajo, AZ 85321. FS: 1945 SS Howard 
W. Gilmore. 


5012-V William R. Brooks, WB6TFA. 
“Bill’/Fran, 420 7th St, Ajo, AZ 
85321. FS: 1944 U.S. Army Air 
Corps, Sioux Falls, SD /Various calls. 


5013-M William E. Halpin, KiSMF, 
~ “Will’/Joanne, 1212 N. 19th St, 
Jacksonville, FL 32250. FS: 1986, 
M/V American Eagle/WFPJ 


5014-V Harry V. Seaman, AB4MM, 
*/Rita, 121 Morning View Place, St. 
Augustine, FL 32086. FS: 1944, S/S 
William H. Young/KHZL 


5015-M Ellis H. Maris, Jr., W3PDK, 
*/Agnes, One Post Road, Wakefield, 
Ri 02879-3910. FS: 1956, NAS 
Brunswick, ME - USN Aircraft/Various 
Calls. 


5016-P John James Murray, 
KB7LOH, ‘JJ/Lavina, 82 Bel Aire 
Mobile Home Park, Sierra Vista, AZ 
85635. FS: 1938 U.S.C.G. Crawford/ 
NRLJ 


5017-M Johnathon Francis Walton, 
VK4CY, “Jon’/ C/CMB, Lamb Island, 
Queensland, 4184 Australia. FS:1956 
Bridlington, UK / Marconi. 


5018-V Collin Poole Brennan, 
VESCB, “Sparks’”/ Box 331, RR#4, 
Ashton, ONT, Canada KOA 1BoO. 
FS:1945 Royal Canadian Navy - 
HMS Warrior, SS Leonidas/CZCL 


5019-V Adrian Clark, Jr., W2PDH, 
*/Marion, 44 Lewis Lane, Syosset, 
NY 11791 FS:1944 S/S Abiel Foster/ 
KETM. . 


5020-V George Leslie Carr, VESNVG, 
*/Muriel, 5 Valleyview Road, 
Nepean, ONT Canada K2H 5Y6 FS: 
1944 S/S Strathcona Park/VDZG. 


5021-P Paul E. Shaad, AAGXT, */ 
2261 Tallant Rd., Apt 624, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93105 FS: S/S Sunu- 
gentco/KDNX (RCA). 


5022-P Stanley F. Cronk, VES5GD, */ 
P.O. Box 912, North Battleford, SASK 
Canada S9A 2Z3 FS: 1940 RCAF 
Dartmouth, NS. 


5023-P Lloyd N. Cooley, W6AYV, */ 
1865 Golden Rain Rd., Walnut 
Creek, CA 94595 FS: 1938 USS J.D. 
Ford 228/NVQJ. 


- 5024-V Walter J. Murphy, N3GOZ, 


4313 Longshore, Philadelphia, PA 
19135 FS: 1947 Fourth Naval District 
USNR. 


_DAYTON HAMVENTION -1992 


Again this year, your Editor atten- 
ded the one-of-a-kind amateur radio 
gathering in the world, the Dayton, 
Ohio Hamvention. It is held annually 
on the last weekend in April. An 
estimated 30,000 people attended. If 
there were fewer in attendance this 
year due to a weaker economy, it 
wasn't apparent. We decided this 
year to limit our Hamvention visit to 


just one day, Friday, April 24. 
The following SOWP members 


attended: Bill Bruyn, 1989-V, 
VE3JBW; Tom Cruse, 1199-V, 
W4TDT; Harry Dannals, 4975-V, 


WeHD; Jerry Gavin, NU3D; Tom De 
Meis, 3750-V, K2TD; Lew McCoy, 
5004-V, W1ICP and Phil Petersen, 
187-TA, W2DME. 


Ye Ed and Bill Bruyn teamed up 
for an extended chat and a walk 
through a number of exhibits, wat- 
ched a demonstration about electri- 
cal safety and briefly toured the flea 
market where patient shoppers can 
usually find just about anything. 


In the evening, we attended the 
annual dinner meeting sponsored by 
QCWA Chapter 9, where Doug Hor- 
ner, 4370-V, W8PH, was Master of 
Ceremonies. The guest speaker was 
George S. Wilson Ill, W4OYI, the new 
president of the American Radio 
Relay League. 


Mr. Wilson had some interesting 
things to say about the first year of 
licensing newcomer Technician- 
grade amateurs who were not 
required to take a Morse Code 
receiving test. Some 32,000 such 
licensees were added to the FCC 
rolls. An estimated 18,000 upgraded 
to higher class licenses. 


Mr. Wilson suggested that the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, through its field operations 
bureau, will be conducting more 
vigorous enforcement actions against 
those who break the Amateur Service 
rules. He said FCC will stiffen mone- 
tary penalties against obscenity and 
other violations, especially where in- 
dividuals are repeat offenders. 
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FCG AMENDS RULES 
FOR GMDSS 


(Article and sketch below from the 
Spring, 1992 VWOA Newsletter - by 
David Kintzer, President, VWOA) 


The Federal Communications Com- 
munications (FCC) has amended its 
rules in arder ta allaw implemen- 
tation of the Global Maritime Distress 
and Safety System (GMDSS) by U.S. 
flag vessels. (The first stage of) 
GMDSS was implemented February 
1, 1992. 


The basis of GMDSS is that rescue 
facilities on shore and ships in the 
vicinity of a vessel in distress would 
be informed by satellite of the emer- 


-14- 


gency in order to render assistance. 
For the time being, the standard 500 
kHz Morse watch will continue and 
augment the satellite system. But by 
early 1999 all vessels will have to 
comply fully with GMDSS require- 
ments. 


The new rules will be applicable to 
American flag cargo vessels of 300 


tons or larger, and passenger ships 
carrying 12 or more passengers. 


Of particular interest to VWOA (and 
SOWP) members is a provision for a 
new class of licenses for GMDSS 
radio operators. 


Based on the Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS) Convention, the new (amen- 


June 1802 


ded) FCC rules will permit 3 methods 
of radio maintenance, i.e., at sea, 
shore-based and duplication of 
equipment (redundancy). 


Ship owners opting for “at sea” 
maintenarice will have to carry a 
licensed GMDSS radio maintainer. 


The FCC wiil recagnize halders af 
first and second class radiotelegra- 
phy certificates as qualified GMDSS 
radio maintainers. 


Until the Communications Act of 
1934 is amended by the U.S. Con- 
gress, current radio telegraphy and 
radio officer requirements will remain 
in effect. - DK - RTCM Committee 
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92 SLOP CHEST SUPPLIES 


ARM PATCH/CREST : Wear on 
arm or jacket. Blue with mul- 
ticolor logo. Price $3 plus 56¢ 


MEMBERSHIP LABELS 
(1) Blue/white $1.50 (2) Large 
Red $1.50 (3) Smal! Red $1.00 


fimo. 


SCRIMSHAW PRICE-LIST 


A number of S.0.W_P. SLOP CHEST supplies available and 
no@ listed above are called to your attention below: 


DECALS - 3-1/4x5" Blue loao on yellow field $1.75 ppd 
TITAMEC PINS - Metal oicture of ship with Society 
of Pioneers at botton. Attractive ..... $2.00 ppa 


PASE Jb e LT an Covers letter size pace witn — 
X maonifaction power. Unbreakable optic lens brings 
small print up close. $3.00 each or 2 for $4.50 ppd. 


BACK PATCHES - Round red 6" multicolor $6 + $1 ship. 
ALL ORDERS SUBJECT STOCK ON HAND 


SOWP BOLO. 
red white and blue enameled 
inlay. Black gord. 
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LAPEL PINS 8eautiful gold 
lashes White/bliue. 
Handsome. 
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HONORING RALPH FOLKMAN 


“Pioneer Ca rtoonist 
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q 
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Gold, metal ir sowp MUG —- Good for Coffee- 


Royals too! . Design by our 


$8.00 ppd. } Pioneer member $6 plus $1 ship 


Available in red, 
“~ blue & green 


rave Please give 
en | 1stand 2nd 
SOWP) 


choice 


Enlarged 
Size - 1-1/8" ¥. 3/4" H. Clutch. 


SOWP SPORTS CAP 
$6.50 each plus $1 Mailing 
Cost. 


$5.00 Plus $1 Mail. 


overage. ISURAMCE: Add .70¢ where insurance is 
desired and via mail. UPS orepavs insurance. 
OVERSEAS & FORETGH:Pleese include sufficient to cover. 
Overaages will be credited to your account. ALL QUOTES 


are in U.S. FUNDS. Allow for exchanoe costs in your 
orders. 


The Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 
stands behind EVERY ITEM we sell ! If you 
are not 100% satisfield within 30 days of 
receipt, we will refund your money. Make 
all checks payable to the Society. PLEASE 


DON'T ADD DUES TO SLOP CHEST ORDERS 


Items & Quantity 50 100 300 Shiooina 
LETTERHEADS DO eE SS 12.00 Actual Cost 
NOTE-HEADS 2.50 4.00 -90 a 
ENVELOPES #6 Saall rare 6.00 14.00 : 
ENVELOPES #10 Laroe -00 7.00 17.00 a 


TAX HOTICE: CALIF. MEMBERS: Be sure and add 6% to the 
total orice - less shioping charges. 

[*] SHIPPIKG. On stationery orders of $7.50 or less 
add $2.00 for shipping. 


address for ups shippino). On orders OVER $7.50 add 
$3.50 for shippino. We refund or give credit on any 


ROY COUZIN ,W6JET--MANAGER 
SOWP PROMOTIONAL SUPPLIES 
151 WANER WAY 
FELTON ,CA.95018 
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We use UPS or PP. (Need Street 
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RESEARCH REQUEST 


In 1924, the Southern California 
Edison Co. had a major wireless 
station at Big Creek. The station 
was used to keep track of the vari- 
ous camps set up for the construc- 
tion of Florence Lake and Ward 
Tunnel. {tt would be a nice historical 
project to find all possible references 
to this operation: (Photos, logs, 
equipment and personal 
experiences.) 


References: 7he Story of Big Creek, 


(The Big Creek Story 7???) by D.H. 
Redinger. 


The Hatlroad that Lighted Southern 
California. by Hank Johnson. 


Photographs by Parker and Laval. 
For further information, contact 


Peter D. Stockton, N6OCX, Granite 
Sta. Box 40, Bakersfield CA 93301. 


PLEASE! 


ATTENTION ty 
-WW BEACON READERS: _ 
= Your SOWP Editor wants. 
to know which of you HAVE. - 
=NOT received our last two. 
newsletter issues. a 


© Our December 1991/Janu-: 
-ary 1992 and the March, 1992: 
issues were mailed on sche-: 
-dule but apparently many: 
“members have not received: 
“them. B 
E lf you DID NOT receive: 
EITHER OR BOTH issues, 
:please send a POSTCARD to::| 
“the Editor. No letters, 
Depending on: 
§ what we learn, we will see. 
‘what can be done to replace: 
“your missing copies. ee 


AND ... 


IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE A 1992 
WIRELESS REGISTER / DIRECTORY 
PLEASE SEND A SEPARATE POST- 
CARD TQ EXEC.SECY PAUL DANE, 
146 Coleen St, Livermore, CA 
94550. 
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HOFFMAN ISLAND - From Pg. 9 


Presently, HIRA has found approxi- 
mately 165 graduates of Hoffman 
Island Radio School from the years 
of World War Il. The search con- 
tinues for the estimated 600 men that 
remain to be found. 


lf you are a graduate of Hoffman 
Island or know of a graduate, please 
contact Richard F. Waechter, 104 
Canterbury Commons, Indiana, PA 
15701. 


keke 


wis Subaerantes snceeeeeteenors SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, Inc. - FOUNDED 1968 
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~~ ™ William A. Breniman - Founder and President Emeritus ~ ~ “ CORRESPONDENCE: SOWP Headquarters - 
Send letters re Dues ($10 U.S./Calendar Year) Change of Address and all membership correspondence to: President & 
Exec. Dir. Paul N. Dane, (W6WOW) 146 Coleen St., Livermore, CA 94550. [Tel: 510-447-6355] Orders for SOWP 
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